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A Year of Positive Impact 
Read about our year of changing spaces, expand-
ed services, and the growing reach of our archival 

collections. 



Campus in bloom 
Ornamental Bridal Wreath 
Spirea blossoms give the north 
side of Miller Nichols Library a 
pop of life towards the end of the 
spring semester. 

Building on Strong 
Foundations 

Our library continues to evolve as a place of discovery, 
connection, and support, honoring its history while 
adapting to the changing needs of our community. 
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Students quickly filled the new spaces on the 
fourth floor for studying, tutoring sessions, and 
undergraduate research 

Renovated Library 
Fourth Floor Open 
The fourth floor of Miller Nichols Library now ofers 
modern study areas, technology-equipped rooms, 
and dedicated space for mentoring and academic 
support programs. 

Concluding a year of renovation, the 
fourth floor of Miller Nichols Library 
is now open with refreshed study 
areas and new spaces for student 
mentoring programs and academic 
support services. Every part of the 
30,000 square foot fourth floor was 
renovated, adding 304 seats for stu-
dent study, 12 technology-enabled 
study and seminar rooms, and dedi-
cated space for 13 programs. 
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24/7 health 
sciences library 
access 

New all night access now provides stu-
dents, staff, and faculty with round-the-
clock access to technology, research re-
sources, and a safe study space. 

To align with the needs of our 
students studying Dentistry, 
Medicine, Nursing and Health 
Sciences, and Pharmacy, the 
UMKC Health Sciences Li-
brary space is now open all 
night, every night. 
UMKC students, staf, and 
faculty can visit the Health 

Sciences Library any time 
around the clock to use a 
computer, printer, or scanner, 
to log in to a library resource 
on the campus network for 
research, diagnosis, or clini-
cal use, or to take advantage 
of a safe, secure night time 
work space. 
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SPACES & TECHNOLOGY 
Spaces for group or focused 
study, active study room, 
computer stations, printers, 
and scanners. 

RESEARCH RESOURCES 
Medical journals, articles, 
databases, and eBook collec-
tions, evidence-baed medical 
resources, clinical resources 
and mobile apps. 

The UMKC Health 
Sciences Library sup-
ports students, staff, 
and faculty in the  
Schools of Dentistry, 
Medicine, Nursing 
& Health Studies, 
and Pharmacy with 
clinical resources, 
research tools, and 
librarian guidance. 

EXPERT ASSISTANCE 
In-person support from clini-
cal medical librarians, and 
24/7 chat assistance available 
via the library website. 
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Image: A visitor enjoys some vinyl from the Marr Sound Archives at the new listening station in the 
Special Collections and Archives Reading Room. 

Listening station 
New Sound archives 

The Special Collections and Archives 
Reading Room on the third floor of Miller 
Nichols Library now features two sta-
tions where you can listen to recordings 
from the sound archives. The station has 
a browsing collection of 250 albums cu-
rated from the Marr Sound Archives for 

listening on demand. Our library’s special 
collections and archives bring together a 
multitude of distinctive collections, and 
our Reading Room is your access point for 
all of them. 
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Bird in KC 
Celebration in the Miller Nichols Learning Center 

Celebrating “Bird in Kansas 
City”: Rare Charlie Parker 
Recordings Take Flight at 
UMKC 
We threw a release party to cele-
brate “Charlie Parker: Bird in Kan-
sas City” from Verve Records. The 
record stars rare recordings from 
our Marr Sound Archives of Parker 
playing with the Jay McShann Band 
in Kansas City, and never-before-
heard private sessions. The album 
cover reveals the only known im-
age of Parker playing his alto saxo-
phone in Kansas City, part of a col-
lage of photos snapped at a UMKC 
student hangout called the Jelly 
Joint, from our University Archives. 
To accompany the party, we wel-
comed our “Saxophone Supreme: 
The Life & Music of Charlie Parker” 
exhibit back to the library. 

Image: Bobby Watson performs at the event on November 16, 2024. 
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National library 

of medicine exhibit 
Image: A French advertisement, circa 1923, advertising aspirin 
manufactured in Rhone. The active ingredient in aspirin, ace 
tylsalicylic acid, aka Rhodine, has been refined in Rhone since 
1908. Image courtesy of the National Library of Medicine. 

The UMKC Health Sci-
ences Library hosted a 
traveling exhibition from 
the National Library of 
Medicine. “Take Two and 
Call Me in the Morning” 
chronicles the history of 
the ubiquitous wonder 
drug, from its ancient 
origins to the present 
day. For centuries, physi-
cians and healers used 
willow bark to alleviate 
pain and reduce inflam-

mation, but in the late 
1800s, scientists devel-
oped a way to produce 
a synthetic version of 
the active ingredient 
in the herbal remedy. 
Since then, aspirin has 
become a part of every-
day life. Contemporary 
scientists are examining 
the drug for possible 
benefits beyond pain re-
lief and fever reduction. 
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kansas city 
atlas exhibit 

View exhibits in the 
library’s galleries on 
the ground, first, and 

third floors any time the 
library is open. 

3rd floor of miller nichols library 

DOWNTOWN AREA 2 

3 18TH AND VINE DISTRICT 

What stood a century ago 
in the neighborhoods we 
now know as Brookside, 
the Country Club Plaza, 
the Crossroads, Down-
town, Hospital Hill, the 
River Market, UMKC, the 
West Bottoms and Stock-
yards, Westport, and the 
West Side? What kinds of 
homes, businesses, and 
landmarks once shaped 
these familiar places? 
Our exhibit, A Century of 
Change: Plates from the 
1925 Kansas City Atlas, 
invites you to explore the 
city’s past and see how 
these neighborhoods 

THE RIVER MARKET 1 

have grown, transformed, 
and endured over the last 
hundred years. Through 
detailed atlas plates, 
visitors can glimpse the 
layout of streets, the 
footprint of early indus-
tries, and the beginnings 
of neighborhoods that 
would later define the 
cultural heart of Kansas 
City. By comparing these 
plates with the neighbor-
hoods we walk through 
today, we can trace a 
story of resilience, rein-
vention, and the ever-
changing character of the 
city. 

samples from the exhibit 
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Awards and Scholarships 
2025 UMKC Libraries Friends of the Library 
Scholarship Recipient: Subreedia Lewi 

“UMKC Libraries has been 
an essential partner in my 
academic journey, pro-
viding me with the tools, 
resources, and support 
necessary to complete my 
master’s thesis. From ac-
cess to vast academic data-

2025 UMKC Libraries 
Living the Values Award: 
Kevin McCarrison 

bases and interlibrary loan 
services to hands-on guid-
ance from knowledgeable 
staf and valuable academ-
ic presentation support, 
the library has enriched 
my research experience in 
numerous ways.” 

Assistant knows he has a huge heart for our Libraries, particularly a heart for the 
people. Whether he is providing a supply request or needed in an emergency, Kevin 
makes the Library feel more like family. Having worked with us for 44 years, he 
has spent his career expressing respect for individuals in the libraries. This includes 
doing whatever he can to make our patron experience better while also humbly 
downplaying his many contributions. 

“ Anyone who spends much time at all with our Receiving Room Office Support 

“

- Jeni Mills, University Libraries Executive Assistant 

This award recognizes staff members who best exemplify About the Award excellence in demonstrating the university’s key values. 
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Grant funded 
projects 

Gifts 
received 

from the Office of Research 
Services for Create UMKC, a three 
year pilot program to host UMKC 

faculty research projects 

Funding for 
Excellence grant 

from the Office of Research 
Services to foster a community 
of practice at UMKC around us 
ing AI in scholarly and creative 

work 

Funding for 
Excellence grant 

$301,296 
The library received 

$301, 296 in gif fund 
ing this year 

$15,000 
Missouri Humanities 

Council grant to digitize 
the Edgar Snow 

Collection 

Success in securing external funding and donor 
support to advance strategic initiatives. 

Gifts & 
grants 

received 

And an additional 80,186 at 
the Health Sciences Library 

Library visits 
440,458 

6632 
students in 

library instruction 
classes (online 
and in person) 

Archival collections 
viewed online 

37K 

61,000 
website page 

views 

Avg. of 1,466 
database 

searches per 
day 

These numbers were 
tabulated from July 1 
2024 - June 30 2025. 

numbers 
this year 

294 
one on one 

research 
consultations 

202,028 
full text article 

views 11,479 
requests filled 
via Interlibary 

Loan 
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